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October 2022

Image of watercolour painting by artist Karin Dean-Williams entitled “Coneflower”. This
canvas was purchased at the recent Square Foot Show by OAS. It was Karin’s first sale
and the buyer was very happy to support her work. Image used with permission.

President’s Message:
A lot has happened since my last message to our members. Firstly, we have lost Her Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth II. Her Majesty will be remembered across the world as a stalwart of our
times. She lived a meaningful life with dignity, grace, a warm heart and an impish sense of
humour. She devoted her life to the service of her people and leaves behind an inspirational
legacy. She was a remarkable woman. We extend our deep condolences to the Royal Family.
Our Square Foot Show has now been and gone. I hope many of you had an opportunity to visit
and either just appreciate the exceptional art on display or perhaps select a piece to hang in
your home. On behalf of everyone at OAS I want to thank the organizing team, and in particular
our Gallery Director, Susan Cameron, for her tireless efforts in bringing this show to life.
-

Personally, I have been very busy helping organize another of my favourite events - the British
Car Day show at Bronte Creek Park, which was held yesterday, 18th September. We attract an
amazing number of classic British cars, this year spanning an incredible 125 years of motoring.
The weather held (mostly!) and we had huge crowds turn out to enjoy the day.
Fall classes have started this week and we have a great response to our lineup. Many of the
classes are sold out and I hope that all of you who are attending get lots of satisfaction from this
fun learning experience.
Another gentle reminder to everyone – if you haven’t already renewed your membership please
take a moment to do so now…or join us for the first time! There are many benefits of
membership including reduced costs for classes and workshops as well as great discounts at
various art supply stores.
As I write this I am preparing to head off on vacation to Northern Manitoba to search for polar
bears plus other assorted arctic critters. There is a company out there who have their own
remote lodges somewhere north of Churchill and we get to actually walk with the bears, with
any luck. They assure us that in all the years they have been doing this they have never lost a
tourist to the bears
. All being well I will be back to write the November President’s message
soon!

😊

Finally, a first note about our Annual General Meeting. It will be held on Thursday, 24 th
November. More details will follow later but I wanted to give everyone a heads-up on the date.
Best regards - Maggie
Quote of the Month:
“You've all seen pictures of the Earth taken from space. Unlike all the other planets in the solar
system, Earth shimmers green and blue in the sunlight and looks a very pleasant place to live.
These pictures should remind us that the future of all life on Earth depends on how we behave
towards one another, and how we treat the plants and the animals that share our world with us.”
- Queen Elizbeth II – Dec, 25th, 1989

Welcome New Members:
Diane Bakarich-Mezgec

Heather DeHaan
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Susan Sapin
Charmaine Kumar
Brenda Chen
Tanya Pineau
Lynne Ferguson-Jarema
Sandra Turriago

Catherine Ouellette
B. Arianrhod Davis
Noor Al-Atheri
Lucie Murray
Catherine Walker

Square Foot Show Success:
Submitted by Susan Cameron, Gallery Director

Thank you to the 33 talented artists who exhibited
their paintings at our Square Foot Show at
Centennial Galleries from September 13-17. Almost
300 people visited, and we sold 8 paintings. Visitors
to the show were very appreciative; here are some
of their comments:
●
●
●
●
●

“Beautiful selection!”
“Most enjoyable”
“Wonderfully inspiring”
“I loved the diversity”
“Absolutely beautiful”

Thanks go to Oakville Galleries for giving us their lovely space for a week. OAS and OAG have
an agreement that allows us to use their space once a year, free of charge.

Opportunities for Art Lovers and Artists :
Experience Oakville Galleries’ new outdoor Art and Heritage Tour during this special
sunset launch event Oct 6 from 5 - 7pm (free). Our guides will lead groups on 30-minute
tours that highlight the Galleries’ public art collection and the significant heritage of
Gairloch Gardens. For details, visit www.eventbrite.ca

Call for participation in the OAC’s A Handmade Market.
If you are a local maker who works in any creative medium* and would like to sell
your handmade goods at the Oakville Arts Council’s Handmade Market, consider
filling out an application form by September 30th. Gain access to an audience who
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want to shop small and support local! *Artistic mediums can include painting,
jewellery, fibre arts, literary works, photography, music CDs, sculpture/carving and
more.
Where: Main Gallery at the Queen Elizabeth Park Community and Cultural Centre
(QEPCCC).
When: The Market will run from November 26 to December 16, 2022.
For more details and to apply, please visit the Oakville Arts Council website.

The Salt Spring National Art Prize
Our colleagues at Salt Spring Arts are now accepting applications for their 2023
Artist in Residence.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

6 weeks on a picturesque 4-acre property on Salt Spring Island
560 sq. ft. studio space
200 sq. ft. open plan cabin
1200 book reference library
$1,000 (CAD) honorarium
Passionate, supportive + curious art community
Unplug and focus on creativity in this rural setting

DEADLINE – October 31, 2022. For more information go to SSNAP - Salt
Spring Island National Art Prize | Canadian National Art Prize
(saltspringartprize.ca) :

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens Art Show
OSRBG invites artists of all ages and experience to exhibit their work at our annual
orchid show. We accept a variety of media in different age categories including
pencil, oil, watercolor, photography and 3-d works. Our only stipulation is that the
work must include orchids as the focus of the work and pieces are properly wired
and ready to hang or display.
All works will be judged and awards are given for the best works in
each category. All artwork, dropped off on Friday November 18 th ,
will be displayed from Saturday November 19 th and Sunday
November 20th at the Royal Botanical Gardens near the flower
displays during the hours of the Orchid Show.
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All work can be for sale. Any sales would be
subject to a 15% commission to support
OSRBG.
Rules for entry, labels and registration forms are
available on the OASRBG website or by
contacting the coordinator Karen Logan.

Fall Classes and Workshops:
Submitted by Mary Driussi, OAS Program Coordinator

Fall Classes continue until mid-November. There are some classes not yet filled, including
Mondays
S2-103: Expressive Portraits in Watercolour - 1 spot left; S1-104: Impressionist Floral
Painting Water-based Oil; S1-105: Vivid Drawing- Drawing with Colour; S2-106:
Adventures in Painting Styles Water-soluble Oils or Acrylics.
On Tuesdays, students who prefer online courses are welcome to sign up for Wendy
Pride’s ZoomWP: In the Mix - on Zoom - Acrylics, Oils/Water-soluble oil or explore
Instructor Tritan Braho”s S1-107: The Landscape - Concept to Finished Painting Acrylics. There is drawing for the timid with Instructor Heather DeHaan S1-108: The
Timid Drawer; S2-109: Abstract and Intuitive Painting with Carolyn Hassard; and
using one image, explore three different styles with Susan DelBianco’s 1 Photo - 3
Creative Art Styles.
Every class offered Monday to Thursday at OAS is described in more detail on the
website. Take a second look as some classes start later in the fall.
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Upcoming Workshops:
Landscape by instructor Bonnie Steinberg and Rocks, Sand and Sea Glass in Watercolour instructor Diane McEntee

Spaces are available for workshops in several
mediums in October and November. Go to the website for more details.

Please note that masks will still be required to enter the OAS building in the Fall term.

Spotlight on Abstract and Intuitive Painting
(S2-109):

Students in Carolyn Hassard’s class delighted in creating small abstract paintings
on Sept 20th. Carolyn is a new instructor at OAS, but she’s not new to teaching she taught high school art for 35 years, studied Fine Art, and has been studying
with Nicholas Wilton’s Art2Life program for the last few years.
The course aims to teach abstract and intuitive strategies, skills in composition,
mark-making and multi-media applications to get creativity flowing. The students felt
they were off to a great start on this journey.
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Around Oakville:
Oakville Galleries: Join OAG for a free daytime tour of part of our Fall exhibition Sascha
Braunig: Lay Figure, led by Associate Curator & Registrar Theresa Wang.
Sascha Braunig's paintings and drawings are exercises in colour, form, and illusion. In this
exhibition, which stretches over both Oakville Galleries sites, the Canada-born, the
US-based artist brings together new and recent works that are based on the
compositional motif of figures engaged in conflict with a dress-like structure. These works
use material qualities to analogize an immaterial idea: the feeling of struggling with a
system more powerful than you, in which you are also deeply entangled.
More information, including a link to register is available on the OAG website.
Tuesday, 11 October 2022, 10:30-11:30 am
Oakville Galleries at Centennial Square
120 Navy Street, Oakville
Culture Days: This year, Oakville's Culture Days Festival runs from September 23 to October
16. “Come learn about the important role that arts and culture play in strengthening bonds,
the well-being of individuals, and the vitality of our social fabric while enjoying Culture Days
events for three glorious weeks of colour, creativity, and community.”

7

