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June 2022

Adventures in Painting Styles. A recent Monday evening class
with Instructor Susan Del Bianco

President’s Message:
A big Thank You to everyone who participated in our recent online Art Auction. We sold a
significant number of the pieces that were available and have made a small profit for our
organization to help us get back on our feet after the last two years of financial challenges. A
particularly heartfelt Thank You to the organizing committee of Diane McEntee, Susan Cameron
and Cheryl Rodo who went “above and beyond” to ensure everything ran smoothly.
As I write this it is a beautiful day so let’s hope that this means winter is finally behind us and we
can enjoy the return of summer outdoor activities.
By the time you read this I will have been on my first real vacation in 2½ years! We will be
visiting the West coast, to enjoy some time in Tofino and the Pacific Rim National Park. If the
weather cooperates we hope to do lots of hiking, get in some whale and bird watching and
garner inspiration for some future paintings.
We are still looking for a volunteer coordinator for offsite exhibitions, such as those at QEPCCC
where our members can hang their artwork in the facility’s hallway displays. This requires
someone with organizational skills. If that is you please drop me a line.
-

We have lots of terrific workshops scheduled through the upcoming summer months so why not
try something a little different? Remember that members enjoy a discounted rate for all our
workshops as well as for art supplies at several stores. You can find all the workshop
information on our website at: http://www.oakvilleartsociety.com/workshops.html . Have some
fun!!
Best regards - Maggie
Quote of the Month:
“Do not wait until the conditions are perfect to begin. Beginning makes the conditions perfect." Alan Cohen

QEPCCC Member Showcase:
Submitted by Susan Cameron, OAS Gallery Director
The impressive talents of OAS
members are on full display at a visual
art show that was recently installed at
Queen Elizabeth Park Community &
Cultural Centre. We hope you will all
visit the exhibit at 2302 Bridge Rd,
Oakville, during the Centre’s open
hours, in the south-west corridor of the
building. The show runs until
September 2nd.
Huge thanks go to the following artists
who contributed over 50 paintings to the
show: Carla Hanin, Carol Spall, Cheryl
Rodo, Chilan Lau, Colleen Patrick,
Deepti Saxena, Ela Orphal, Emma
Carter, Howard Rafuse, Jack
Robertson, James Forte, Jane
Kennedy, Jessica Kissack,
A small sample of members’ paintings, clockwise
from top left: Jessica Kissack, Winifred Henstock,
Howard Rafuse, Lily Zhou.

Karin Dean-Williams, Katherine
Nickerson, Leslie Sutherland, Lily Zhou,
Mary Moore, and Winifred Henstock.
Thanks as well to Robin Mitchell, Esther
Rogers, G. Gill, Jenny Gonzalez and
Susan Cameron for their contributions
to a display promoting our art classes.
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Upcoming Spring/Summer OAS Workshops :
Submitted by Mary Driussi, Program Coordinator, OAS
May
●

The Power of Pastel Landscapes with Instructor Maria Iva

June
●
●
●

Painting Landscapes in Oil with a Palette Knife with Instructor Maria Iva
The Joys of Painting Plein Air Landscapes with Instructor Karlene Bland
Watercolour Journey - Strong & Vibrant Colours with instructor David Daniels

August
●

Plein Air: Seeing and Capturing your Subject - Oil or Acrylics with Instructor
Wendy Pride

In The Studio with Susan Del Bianco and Students:

Micheal’s landscape

Maya’s abstract portrait

Susan’s skyline

Instructor Susan Del Bianco teaches Adventures in Painting Styles on Monday night at OAS.
Susan attended Fanshawe College for Advertising Art and Fine Art. She’s exhibited her work at
different area venues. Inspiration comes through her photography and she enjoys reimaging
some of her work into more abstract pieces. Susan sent us some recent canvases from her
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Monday night class, commenting, “My students’ work …. They did great. I’m so pleased with
them!”

Simona’s landscape

Loretta’s canvas

Mihai’s landscape

Deirdra sunflowers

Jill’s landscape

Alain’s landscape
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Spotlight on Robin J. Mitchell, OAS Instructor:

Robin teaches regularly at OAS on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. He works in acrylics
and oils but is also proficient in watercolour and drawing. Robin is known for his generous class
preparations, his encouraging manner to students of all levels and his sense of fun. Robin has
won a Gemini Award for his work on the movie Nuremberg and has served on a Program
Advisory Board at Sheridan College with the Dean of the Arts Program as well as the Dean of
the College. His daily paintings on his blog have been viewed by almost fifty thousand visitors.
This term, Robin painted all the students in his OAS class lining up to buy hotdogs for “Adding
People to Your Landscapes.” Such fun! On the right, Robin stands near his students’
completed canvases in “Paint Like the Masters.” Students painted duplicates of Vermeer’s
“Girl with the Red Hat.” There is always growth and inspiration for students to be found in
Robin’s classes, which attracts a large following again and again.
To see more of Robin’s work, go to:
Robin J Mitchell Gallery of Original Fine Art (dailypaintworks.com) + robinjmitchell_artist
(Instagram)

Art in the Park Volunteers:
We are looking for volunteers right now for Art in the Park - Oakville's largest art event running
for 57 years. The event takes place in Bronte on Monday August 1st.
We have many different volunteer positions we are looking to fill including:
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●
●
●
●
●

Admissions: Staff the entrance tents and sell admission to show.
Exhibitor care: Provide personal assistance and services to exhibitors during the show.
OAS Booth: Provide information about OAS membership, services and events
Traffic Management
Set Up/Tear Down

For more information and to register to volunteer go to: http://artintheparkoakville.com.
Click on the link “Volunteer” in the upper right hand corner to submit.

A Brief History of Watercolour:

Link to the article Winsor & Newton and The Golden Age of Watercolour: 1750-1850 for a brief
history of landscape watercolour painting supported by the British manufacturer, Winsor and
Newton. Interesting piece.
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News from The Oakville Arts Council (OAC):

There are multiple programs offered this spring sponsored by the Council, two that may interest
are :
1. an invitation to submit an Expression of Interest for a permanent indoor artwork
installation at the Glen Abbey Branch of Oakville Public Library.
2. Canada Council for the Arts is offering grants to cultivate funding to implement, pilot

and prototype innovation projects that address systemic issues and benefit the
broader arts sector.
For these initiatives and more, go to the OAC homepage at https://oakvillearts.com/
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