February/March 2022

OAS member Greg Brickett painted this image of the Matterhorn from the Italian side, in Susan Del
Bianco’s course. Image used with permission.

President’s Message:
Welcome to 2022! Despite the seemingly never-ending problems associated with the pandemic
I do think that we can start to feel more positive about the upcoming year. There are many
signs of renewed optimism in the world and various events are showing signs of life! There is
much talk of the Queen’s 70th Jubilee, I just read that St. Patrick’s Day parades will once again
take to the streets, we can dine indoors and go see a movie if we wish and I am being
inundated with opportunities to plan some sort of exciting trip somewhere, something I have
greatly missed…so let’s look forward to brighter days.
I’m pleased to report that OAS Winter classes are now in full swing with students and instructors
delighted to be back in the studios. The Friday Painters are once more able to gather if they
wish and we are steaming ahead with plans for our Art Auction which is coming up in late April.
We have every confidence that our marquee event – Art in the Park – will go ahead on the
August Civic Holiday and we hope that our gallery will be able to host shows for members
before too much longer. All in all I am confident that things are about to improve!
I should like to welcome our newest Board member – Roy MacDonnell has joined us as our new
Treasurer. Roy brings a wealth of business and accounting experience to our Society and we
are delighted to have his able assistance.
-

By the way… Did you know?
There were some significant things happening 100 years ago. For instance, insulin (discovered
by Canadians Banting and Best) was first used as a treatment for diabetes; the tomb of
Tutankhamun was discovered in the Valley of the Kings in Egypt; prohibition started in the US
and the USSR was formed. So 1922 was an exciting time in the world.
I hope everyone is staying safe and well. Keep those snow shovels handy – I don’t think we’ve
seen the last of the white stuff yet!
Best regards - Maggie
Quote of the Month:
“Without a function, we cease to be. So, I will write until I die.”
– Farley Mowat, writer and environmentalist

Welcome New Members:
Carolyn Hassard, Deepti Saxena

Upcoming Workshops:
More information on the OAS website. Submitted by Mary Driussi, Program Coordinator
Expressive Portrait and Figure in Watercolour with
Instructor Atanur Dogan
Discover the spontaneity so unique to watercolour and paint
colourful, expressive portraits and figures. Artist/instructor
Atanur will teach you valuable watercolour concepts and
techniques to capture movement, gesture and the spirit of
your subject as you paint from photographic reference.
Deemed one of five best portrait artists in the world by the
Portrait Society of Canada, Atanur will guide you to create
vivacious, vibrant paintings in stunning colour.
In studio, Saturday and Sunday, February 26 & 27
10 am to 4 pm (please bring lunch)
Cost: $245.00 OAS member: $220.00
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Encaustic + Mixed Media Explorations with Instructor
Erna de Vries
This workshop allows both beginner and experienced
participants to unleash their creativity while developing or
furthering skills and techniques in wax. Erna demonstrates all
you need to know in melting/fusing, colour mixing, texturing,
incising, layering, collage application and incorporating
image transfers. All materials will be provided.
In Studio, Saturday, March 26
10 am to 4 pm (please bring lunch)
Cost $195.00 (includes all supplies)

Upcoming OAS Art Auction :
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Oakville Art Society is asking members, students and instructors to donate artwork for an online
auction. Over the course of the pandemic, membership and class revenues have declined.
Auction funds raised will provide OAS with an additional source of much-needed revenue. Enjoy
the online exposure of your art, knowing your donation helped OAS continue its operations.
We look forward to promoting the many talents of OAS members, students and instructors! A
gallery viewing of auction items will take place April 23 & 24 to give buyers a chance to see
them before the online event.
OAS auction committee members are Diane McEntee, Cheryl Rodo and Susan Cameron.
For more information, including the submission package, visit the OAS website. Questions may
be directed to OASauction@gmail.com.

Art Books for Sale!
Did you know that OAS has a small library of books for the use of its students, instructors and
members? It’s located in Studio 2 to the right of the studio’s outer door. The collection includes
books on techniques in many mediums, Canadian and international artists, and art history.
You’re welcome to use the books in class or borrow them for short-term use.
The collection was recently reviewed and a selection of books is now available for purchase by
donation. The discards are located on a bookcase in Studio 2 near the sink. Take a look and
take some home, to read and enjoy. Lots of them would also be suitable for collage/mixed
media work.

Hearty Congratulations to Shelley Prior:
Shelley Prior has been teaching and painting in
watercolour as a full-time artist for about 25 years. Much of
this time, she’s been an instructor for Oakville Art Society,
teaching many of our students in ways she wishes had
been available to her as she perfected her skills. When the
pandemic started, Shelley quickly pivoted to teaching
online - buying new equipment, and perfecting her online
presence by offering free and paid online workshops. Now,
all that hard work has paid off. Here, Shelley tells that story:
“I spent a lot of time watching and learning from Eric Rhoads'
online daily broadcast. He is the CEO of Streamline Art Magazine
which produces art instruction videos, publisher of many of the
top art magazines, art marketing, retreats, newsletters and more.
During the pandemic, he started doing a daily noon broadcast, sharing art marketing tips
from his home or cottage. Off-camera, he and the Streamline team were scrambling to
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transition entire art conventions to an online platform. They launched the first Plein Air
Live conference and it was a resounding success and it seemed that Streamline was on
to something big. Everyone was thirsty for the camaraderie of other artists and to further
their painting knowledge. After the success of Plein Air Live, they added more online
conferences ... Realism Live, Watercolor Live and Pastel Live. Each of these conferences
had many of the top art instructors in the world. Meanwhile, it was getting tougher to
continue the daily noon broadcasts by himself so Eric started introducing some guest
artists. That too was a big hit with viewers but I noticed that sometimes he would have to
apologize because at the last minute a particular artist wasn't available. I was grateful for
the previous presentations so I was happy to offer my services as 'back up guest artist'
and sure enough, I soon got a request to be on his show. It went pretty well, even with my
cheap quality webcam. Following the live broadcast, Eric and I chatted. He very much
liked my teaching style and invited me to produce some professional videos with
Streamline. I'm excited to be flying to Austin this March to produce some videos for their
collection. I'm also going to be one of the faculty artists for the third annual Watercolor
Live conference in 2023. It was officially announced at the 2022 conference in January.
How exciting to be included among some of the top watercolour artists whose work I have
admired for years.”
Here's a link to the live demo that started it all: https://youtu.be/a23Z0Q4LUSs

OAS celebrates Shelley’s recent successes and heartily congratulates her involvement
with Streamline Art and Watercolor Live. We agree - it is truly exciting!

Thanks for the Donations:
OAS extends many thanks to Roy L. Donnell and Brenda Wilson for their recent
generous donations.

5

Member Cathy Lorraway’s Current Exhibit:

In Memory:
OAS would like to acknowledge the passing of former member Brigitte Schreyer, as noted on a
recent Facebook notice posted by her family. She was known to many past OAS members as
an artist, mother, hairdresser and actress. Our condolences.

News from Oakville Arts Council:
Applications are OPEN for Artfest Kingston July 1-3, 2022
Are you an artist or craftsperson looking for a great show to sell your work? Artfest Kingston is a
busy show, attracting visitors from all over to celebrate Canada Day weekend.
The Artfest application is streamlined and easy to complete. Just email your product photos. A
$100 deposit is required with your application. This event is outdoors in the expansive City Park,
Kingston, ON. For more information and to register, visit here.
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AGH Art Sale Call for Submissions
“Art Gallery of Hamilton is seeking submissions from emerging and established Canadian artists
for the upcoming AGH Art Sale, scheduled as an in-person event from April 28th - May 1st,
2022. Submit up to 10 works for consideration by Tuesday, February 22nd at 9 am, 2022; click
here for more information. Submissions will be reviewed and juried by an art advisory committee
to select approximately 40 artists for the event. All applicants will be notified of the results in
March. The annual AGH Art Sale is the largest event of its kind, exhibiting artworks available for
purchase from contemporary artists in Hamilton and the surrounding region.”

Don't Forget to Follow Us!
Submitted by Emma Carter, Director of Membership & Volunteers

Are you following OAS on social media?
We're constantly sharing announcements as
well as information about classes, workshops
and upcoming events. You could even be
highlighted as one of our Featured Member
Artists each month! Check us out and be
sure to like and share our posts! Sharing our
posts helps to increase our exposure and
gain more followers - good things for ensuring
our sustainability.
Facebook @OakvilleArtSociety
Twitter @OASInfo
Instagram @oas_oakvilleartsociety
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